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           WASHINGTON - The Alliance for Retired Americans (ARA), a national           organization representing three million retirees, released its annual           Congressional Voting Record for the 108th Congress. The voting record           rates members of Congress on key votes to protect Medicare and Social           Security and reflects their commitment to older Americans. 

           Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) received           a score of 100, voting for the alliance's position 100 percent           of the time. 

           "           I am proud to receive this rating from the Alliance           for Retired Americans, an organization dedicated to educating seniors           and retirees on important issues facing them, such as Medicare and           Social Security," Olver said. "They know, as I do, that           the so-called prescription drug bill, forced through Congress by Republicans           and signed by the president, is a bitter pill for America's seniors.           Its biggest winners are the big drug companies. We must repeal this           flawed policy and replace it with a plan that will allow the government           to use its clout to lower drug costs for America's seniors."

           The 2003 ARA Congressional Voting Record rated members           on 10 House and 10 Senate votes that were important to the health and           economic security of seniors, including Medicare, retiree benefits,           tax breaks and issues involving family caregivers.

           The voting record reports that 56 percent of lawmakers           in the House received failing scores. Only 114 representatives scored           a perfect 100 for their senior-issue votes. In the Senate, 58 percent           of lawmakers received failing scores, and 13 senators scored a perfect           100.

           "           This voting record reflects how committed our elected           representatives are to retirees and older Americans," wrote George           J. Kourpias, President, and Edward F. Coyle, Executive Director, of           the Alliance for Retired Americans in the voting record. "The           new Medicare law was the most shocking assault on seniors during the           last year. Congress passed, and President Bush signed, legislation           that creates a privatized Medicare drug program that benefits insurance           and pharmaceutical companies, not older Americans."

           The new Medicare law explicitly forbids Medicare           from negotiating with pharmaceutical companies for discounts on prescriptions,           which means seniors will pay more for prescription drugs than they           pay now. Olver is co-sponsoring a bill (H.R. 3707) that would give           Medicare the authority to bargain with drug companies for fair discounts,           thereby lowering prescription drug costs for seniors.

           The full scorecard is available on the Alliance for           Retired Americans website:         www.retiredamericans.org .
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